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MARCH 21, 2023 AT THE CARTHAGE COLISEUM

In accordance with the laws of the State of Mississippi and the bylaws of the Association, three directors will be elected
for three year terms. Members will elect two directors from Leake County, and one director from Attala County.

SECTION 4.04. Nominations

(a) It shall be the duty of the Board to appoint, not less than sixty

(60) days nor more than ninety (90) days before the date of a
meeting of the members at which Board members are to be elected,

a Committee on Nominations consisting of three (3) members who
shall be selected from the given areas from which Board members

are to be elected so as to insure equitable representation. No existing
Cooperative employees, agents, officers, directors or known candidates
for director, and close relatives (as hereinafter defined) or members

of the same household of existing Cooperative employees, agents,
officers, directors or known candidates for director may serve on such
committees. The committee shall receive and consider any suggestion
as to nominees submitted in writing by members of the Cooperative.
The committee, keeping in mind the principle of equitable
representation, shall prepare a list of nominations for Board members,
and submit its list to the Secretary not less than thirty (30) days nor
more than sixty (60) days before the date of the annual meeting.

(b) Any fifty (50) or more members who are in good standing, are from
the given area from which a Board member is to be elected, and acting
together, may nominate a Director candidate for the area by petition.
Any such petition for nomination must be submitted on a form
designated and provided by the Cooperative. Each member signing
such petition shall place thereon the date of signing, address, account
number and service location of the member. Such nominations made
by petition, if any, shall be delivered to the Secretary not less than
forty-five (45) days nor more than sixty (60) days before the date of the
annual meeting. Such nominations shall be posted by the Secretary

at the same place where the list of nominations made by the

Committee on Nominations is posted. A member may not make
more than one (1) nomination by petition for each vacancy. If

a member signs more than one petition for a director vacancy,
then the signature of the member bearing the latest date of
signing by the member will be considered and any previously
dated signature by the member on any other petition(s) will be
deemed invalid, null and void. If a member signs more than one
petition on the same date, all signatures of the member bearing
the same date of signing will be deemed invalid, null and void.
(c) The Secretary shall prepare and post at the principal office
of the Cooperative at least twenty (20) days before the meeting
a list of nominations for Board members. The Secretary shall
be responsible for mailing with the notice of the meeting or
separately, but at least ten (10) days before the date of the
meeting, a statement of the number of Board members to

be elected and the counties they will be elected from and
represent, and the name and address of each of the candidates
nominated by the Committee on Nominations or by petition.

A report from the Committee of Nominations and other annual
meeting information will appear in the March issue of Today in
Mississippi. As a member-owner of Central Electric Power Association,
you have a right to participate in the annual meeting to hear the latest
cooperative news and to elect the board of directors.

Mark your calendar for March 21, 2023 and plan to attend Central
Electric’s annual meeting at the Carthage Coliseum on Highway 16
in Carthage.
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for energy savings

by Miranda Boutelle

How can I keep my home
warm while saving on my
- @lectric bill this winter?

Winterizing is an important step to keep your
home cozy and your bills low. These tried-and-true
methods will ensure your home is sealed tight and
ready for colder weather. I’ve also included tips that
address common misconceptions.

Insulating Pipes and Water Heater

You can raise the water temperature inside your home’s water
pipes by 2 to 4 degrees by insulating, according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE). Insulating allows you to turn down the heat
on your water heater, saving energy and money.

Start by insulating the pipes coming out of your water heater. If
you have a gas water heater, keep pipe insulation at least 6 inches
away from the flue. Insulate hot and cold water lines. The latter
can prevent condensation and freezing pipes. Insulating your
water heater can save 7% to 16% on water-heating costs, DOE says.
Insulation kits are available at hardware stores. Don’t obstruct the
pressure relief valve, thermostats, or access valves.

WATER HEATE;
INSULATION
SLANKEY
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Air Sealing

Air sealing and insulation are a great combination for minimiz-
ing home energy use. Insulation is like a warm sweater for your
home, and air sealing is the wind breaker. All the cracks, gaps, and
holes in a typical home can be like having a window open year-
round. Air sealing eliminates those leaks. It can be done as a
do-it-yourself project, or by a professional.

Window Sealing and Improvements

Windows can be a source of drafts and wasted energy.
Close windows tightly.

Add weatherstripping around windows to prevent warm air
from escaping your home and caulk the gaps where the window
trim meets the wall and the window frame. Add curtains to
make the room feel warmer.

Storm windows are a lower-cost option for upgrading
single-pane windows. They are available with low-emissivity
coatings, which insulate better, and are available for installation
either from the inside or outside of the window.

Windows can be a source of drafts and wasted energy. Weatherstrip and
close windows tightly to prevent warm air from escaping your home.

Best Practices for Closing Off Parts

of a Home

Through the years, I have heard a lot of debate about closing
off rooms or parts of the home to save energy.

Best practices come down to the type of heat source. If you
have a zonal heating system, where individual areas are controlled
separately, you can close doors and only heat the areas you use.
Examples of zonal systems are wall heaters, baseboard heat,
hydronic radiant heat, radiators, and ductless heat pumps, also
called mini-splits.

Keep areas with plumbing or water lines warm enough so pipes
do not freeze.

If you have a central forced-air heating system, leave doors open
to all heated areas. Closing doors and/or register dampers forces
the system to work harder, uses more energy, and can shorten the
life of heating equipment.

Your fireplace adds ambience to your home but isn’t necessarily effective at heating it.
If you have a wood-burning fireplace, close the damper when your fire is extinguished.

Fireplace Dampers

When I was little, my dad told me it was too cold to have a fire.
I remember thinking that made no sense, but he was right.

We had an open, wood-burning fireplace — not a wood stove.
A fireplace can draw the warm air out of the house, cooling it down,
or causing your heating system to use more energy.

Your fireplace adds ambience to your home, but isn’t necessarily
effective at heating it. If you have a wood-burning fireplace, close
the damper when your fire is extinguished. An open damper in the
winter is an easy exit for the air you paid to heat.

Adding tempered glass doors to a wood-burning fireplace can create
an extra buffer between the cold outside and a cozy living space.

Some gas fireplaces require a damper to remain permanently open
so gas can vent out of the home. Check the specifications of your unit
to ensure safe operation.

Check Your Filters

Maintaining a clean filter in your furnace is one of the best ways to
keep it running efficiently and prevent costly repairs. Check your furnace
or ductless heat pump filter monthly during peak heating season.

Miranda Boutelle is the vice president of operations and customer
engagement at Efficiency Services Group in Oregon.
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HAPPY
NEW
YEAR

FROM OUR CO-OP FAMILY TO YOURS,
WISHING YOU A HAPPY HOLIDAY
SEASON AND A JOYOUS NEW YEAR.

Central Electric Power Association will be
, closed Dec. 23 and 26 for Christmas and
\ 4 Jan. 2 for New Years.

To report an outage, please visit www.centralepa.com and click on Report An Outage,
call 601-267-3043, or text the word OUT to 866-846-5671 if you are enrolled in the
outage texting service. A dispatcher is on duty 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
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